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Guest Columns
From time to time, people in the community have a grand 

slant on an issue that would make a great guest editorial. Those 
who feel they have an issue of great importance should call our 
editor and talk with him about the idea. Others have a strong 
opinion after reading one of the many columns that appear 
throughout the paper. If so, please write. 

Please remember that publication of submitted editorials 
is not guaranteed.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
SHOULD BE E-MAILED OR MAILED TO:

Towns County Herald, Letter to the Editor
P.O. Box 365, Hiawassee, GA 30546

Our email address: tcherald@windstream.net
Letters should be limited to 200 words or less, signed, 

dated and include a phone number for verification purposes. 
This paper reserves the right to edit letters to conform 

with Editorial page policy or refuse to print letters deemed 
pointless, potentially defamatory or in poor taste. 

Letters should address issues of general interest, such as 
politics, the community, environment, school issues, etc. 

Letters opposing the views of previous comments are 
welcomed; however, letters cannot be directed at, nor name 
or ridicule previous writers. 

Letters that recognize good deeds of others will be 
considered for publication.* 

Note: All letters must be signed, and contain the first 
and last name and phone number for verification.

“The Road goes ever 
on and on, Down from the 
door where it began. Now 
far ahead the Road has gone, 
And I must follow, if I can…” 
-J.R.R Tolkein 

The word “sentimental” 
is sometimes wielded like 
a weapon. The dictionary describes a result derived from 
feeling rather than reason or thought. I welcome the word. 
Feeling illuminates the path in a way that cold logic can-
not. 

On Christmas Day we were in a rented house far 
from home. In the house next door an elderly man lived 
alone. We had watched him preparing decorations for the 
grandchildren, bringing groceries and refreshments into the 
house in anticipation of the holiday visit. For a few hours 
that Sunday, his house was full of warmth and the sounds 
of family. 

As I listened to the sound of children playing, a 
memory arrived uninvited of a Christmas morning several 
years ago in the house where I grew up. The house was cold 
and empty that day, dark but for the glare of the computer 
screen. My family was diminished, scattered. My mother 
had recently passed on and my father, now crossed over as 
well, had moved to a nearby retirement community. I can 
still mark with certainty the last day that the whole family 
was under the same roof, the last time the house was filled 
with the warmth and light of fellowship.   

If we live long enough we will experience many such 
“lasts.” It is a bitter irony that in youth we hurry past the 
moments we will one day try to grasp, but will never again 
be able to reach. Every time I hear a lonesome train whistle 
in the distance it takes me back to the time when, safe and 
warm under the covers, a child’s imagination could board 
that train and travel to undiscovered country. Many stops 
along that journey became real places later in life and new 
memories to cherish.  

To live fully during our journey we must embrace 
each precious moment of this life as if it were our last, but 
to live joyfully we must release those moments to be able 
to grasp the next ones. This is truth, but it is armchair truth, 
difficult to realize when we are grieving, and a truth almost 
impossible to communicate to the young. Each generation 
has experienced the truth of this journey and attempted to 
warn its successors, yet it seems required of each that we 
forget the lesson so that every individual can discover it in 
their own unique way.

As a child, a train whistle stirred my imagination to 
travel to distant lands. Like so many before me, I could 
not wait to grow up, to leave home and to discover life for 
myself. Had I known that there is no return ticket on this 
journey, I might have lacked the courage to take it, and my 
life would not have been as rich or as rewarding. Knowing 
this lesson can leave a bitter taste, but without bitterness in 
its proper measure, the other flavors available to the palette 
begin to fade. 

Late in the afternoon on Christmas Day, the family of 
our erstwhile neighbor loaded up into a car with out of state 
plates. It slowly backed out of the driveway and paused 
for a moment. Hands waved, and the car moved forward 
slowly. Two beeps on the horn sounded, lonesome as a train 
whistle.

Jacob
Williams

Watching
and Working

It was Cold
It was cold. 

December 23-
27 were some 
very cold days. 
One of the things 
that was unique 
about that cold 
was how early in 
winter it got cold, how low the temperature got, 
and how long the temperature stayed cold. Let’s 
talk about the cold and the impact that it could 
have on plants.

All plants have some level of cold toler-
ance. Some plants have more than others. In 
perennial plants the amount of cold tolerance 
that plant has depends on its level of dormancy. 
Plants that are 100% dormant can experience 
some very cold temperatures and not sustain 
any damage when they start to regrow. There are 
some things that can affect the level of dormancy 

that a plant has. Fluctuations in temperature affect dormancy. 
Plants do better in winter if it gets cold and stays cold. When 
the temperature goes up and down plants can get confused 
and think that spring is on its way. This is a common issue 
that we have compared to places further north. Plants that are 
stressed don’t go into dormancy as easily either. Not enough 
water, disease, insect pests, not enough sunlight, and age are 
some of the things that can cause stress on plants. If you have 
plants that are experiencing stress their dormancy won’t be as 
deep, leaving them more susceptible to freeze damage. Plants 
that are not in their correct USDA zone will not handle the 
cold as well.

Freeze damage occurs when the temperature inside of 
plants is cold enough for ice crystals to form. This will break 
plant membranes causing that portion of the plant to dehy-
drate and die. Because the damage occurs inside the plant it 
can be difficult to know if your plants have freeze damage. In 
perennial plants with large trunk and branches you can start 
to look for splits in the coming weeks, as evidence of freeze 
damage. Some plants may look fine, but then as we get into 
summer have large brown patches in them. These are plants 
that had some damage to their xylem, and were able to grow 
until summer when their xylem had to move more water be-
cause the plant was transpiring more.

So, what can you do if you have freeze damage? The 
best thing right now is to be observant. Watch to see if your 
plants start to exhibit symptoms. Depending on the where it 
occurred the plant might be able to self-prune and remove 
the damaged tissue. In some situations, it may be necessary 
to prune some dead wood out of the plant. In either case it is 
best to wait and let the plant fully show the symptoms before 
deciding to cut.

If you have fescue in pasture or for lawn, it likely did 
not sustain much damage. Tall fescue has a waxy layer that 
protects if from colder temperatures. In fescue after a freeze 
sugar content increases. This makes it ideal for a stockpiling 
and winter grazing.

If you have questions about freeze damage contact your 
County Extension Office or email me at Jacob.Williams@
uga.edu.

Times of  diff icul ty 
spawn ideas, creativity, and 
goals. Although it can be 
pressing, it also gives insights 
into solutions. 

Habitat is here to help 
with affordable housing, and 
in this climate of inflation, 
has proven to be a challenge. With material costs high, 
and skilled labor sparse, performing work for a charity is 
of low precedence in the building industry. Even if you 
can get at cost material and labor, whether or not the fam-
ily selected can qualify is a completely different obstacle. 
Within our income limits (USDA), a family’s income can-
not exceed $54k in Union and $49 in Towns. Calculating 
that into a mortgage, the margins are slim. 

Habitat would like to thank Phil Freitag from Mod-
ern Mountain LLC. Phil stepped up and became a partner 
as a Habitat builder, and his dedication to the community 
and Habitat’s mission is evident. 

“We as builders in our community have a responsi-
bility to ensure deserving people have affordable shelter, 
it’s a passion for me, and all worthy builders should use 
their resources, even if once, to achieve the goal of putting 
a deserving family in a home of their own.” 

When asked about his perspective on becoming a 
Habitat partner builder, Freitag states, “It has given me a 
deeper drive to use my resources to provide homes for the 
working class in our community.” 

As we wrap up our 25th Habitat home and give the 
keys to a well-deserved family in the next few months, 
let’s go forward and look into serving our community in 
better ways. It’s the people of our community that make 
it what it is, and if we cannot show compassion, kindness, 
and dedication to helping the citizens of it, we are not do-
ing it justice. 

If every builder in the county was to commit to one 
Habitat build every few years, a difference could be made. 
A difference that would change our community for the bet-
ter. Our community is only as good as we serve it. Making 
a positive contribution to our local community will open 
up the doors to better serve others within our community.

Did You 
Enjoy Your

New Year’s Day?
A US Coast 

Guardsman, Lt. 
Cmdr Carl Chris-
tian von Paulsen 
certainly did on 
Sunday NYD 1933 as one of the earliest USCG 
aviation rescues recorded. Receiving his commis-
sion as a third lieutenant from the Revenue Cutter 
Service in 1913, he then began a series of flight 
training schools in 1919 resulting in the most 
highly skilled aviators in the service. In 1920 
he became the USCG his tour designated Coast 
Guard Aviator #6 after graduating Naval Aviator 
School. He completed his tour on the new Cut-
ter, Tampa in 1924. Then assumed command of 
USCG Section Base 7 at Gloucester, Mass. He 
became extremely important in establishing the role of aircraft 
for all, each and every USCG duties and missions using a bor-
rowed Navy Vought UO-1 seaplane. Carl von Paulsen could be 
considered the father of our permanent USCG aviation.

At 11:30 AM Jan1,1933 Air Station Miami received 
a request for assistance from Chester Shoals CG Station. A 
young man, Paul Long had been overwhelmed by high winds 
and blown offshore in his small skiff from inside Cape Ca-
naveral at 10:00 PM on Saturday evening. He was in a bind. 
At !2:20 PM CG seaplane Arcturus was underway with von 
Paulsen doing what he did best, at the helm. The nearest CG 
vessel was 85 miles away and the weather was squalls and 
rain. Little daylight left and n sign of Paul in sight after run-
ning many search patterns meant that if he was not found and 
rescued today, there was no possibility for same tomorrow! 
Upon finally finding the man and his skiff in poor shape, von 
Paulsen attempted a water landing in 5-15 foot seas. The left 
wingtip floats were destroyed by the rough high water impact. 
His aircrew, tried riding the wing in extreme danger to try and 
balance the plane on the water. Radioman PO3 Thomas McK-
enzie in true USCG fashion dived into the water, cleared the 
broken wingtip float and recused Paul Long who was tread-
ing water. Both were hauled aboard the damaged aircraft. An 
failed attempt was made to take off, and the end result was a 
wrinkled hull. Continued to drift, they never gave up hope and 
sent radio messages for help. At 1:00 AM they drifted ashore 
in heavy surf and finally landed on solid ground Life saving 
Medal and set the precedence for USCG aircraft in SAR for-
evermore. He went on to have an illustrious career matched by 
very few aviators. Many thanks to William H. Thiesen, PHD 
USCG Atlantic Area historian for reminding us of this great 
man and again, of utmost importance, what our USCG men 
and women are capable of doing come hell or high water! New 
Year’s Day in 1933 was extremely happy for von Paulsen, his 
USCG aircrew and most certainly Paul Long, with a new lease 
on life. -Semper Paratus

Dear Editor,

_______ • _______
Eye on the Ball

Letters To The Editor
Indoctrinating Children

Dear Editor, 
Recently the CDC released an LGBTQ publication en-

titled “LGBTQ Inclusivity in Schools: A Self-Assessment 
Tool.” This document is designed for elementary, middle and 
high school teachers. The stated purpose of this document is 
to identify potential strategies to increase LGBTQ inclusivity 
in schools. What is so illogical about this policy is that studies 
have shown that less than 1% of the U.S. population identi-
fies as transgender or non-binary. The CDC is a federal agency 
of the U.S. government whose mission is to prevent diseases 
and manage public health. So one has to wonder why is this 
agency promoting sexual and gender-identity policies aimed 
at school-age children? This attempt to influence school-age 
children is less a matter of public health and more an attempt 
to indoctrinate a carefully stated ideological point of view, de-
signed to make children question their identity, their view of a 
family, and even their faith.

Clearly the CDC is deviating from its mission. And we 
all recall that both the CDC and the NIH were incapable of pro-
viding accurate and timely information with respect to COVID 
and subsequent vaccines. After their failures with the COVID 
pandemic and now moving towards our children’s sexuality, 
why should we trust them? The answer is, we shouldn’t. Thus 
far, the phrase “follow the science” has been the most decep-
tive precept of the 21st century. And nowhere does that phrase 
completely miss the target more than in today’s nonscientific 
promotions of sex, gender and “trans” matters. The radicaliza-
tion of our educational system is taking place right before our 
very eyes. We should cringe with disgust against any govern-
ment agency that distributes this kind of material, knowing full 
well that most parents clearly object to such indoctrination of 
their children.
Tim Groza

One has to ask why the mainstream news media has 
blown all out of proportion the events surrounding an NFL 
player of color, who suffered heart failure after colliding with 
another player in the televised game.

Is the non-stop news coverage, day-in and day-out, an 
attempt to whitewash America’s health care system by shining 
a glaring light on one high-paid athlete’s emergency response? 
Is the non-stop coverage meant to divert attention away from 
the declining health care system across America, where medi-
cal care is rated 48th in the world behind Slovenia? Is the me-
dia trying to cover up the declining state of health in America, 
which has dropped by at least two years in life expectancy and 
even worse for Black and other minorities, especially for Na-
tive Americans?

Maybe, the media and the billionaire NFL owners are 
colluding to take peoples’ eyes off the fact that last year over 
70,000 Americans died from overdosing on fentanyl, and 
whereby mental heath care is a dismal failure right alongside 
the whole field of health care where over 80 million Americans 
lack adequate health insurance, but the insurance companies 
and the for-profit private hospital industry are racking up re-
cord profits for executives and Wall Street investors?

Is that what bothers you, Mr. and Mrs. John Q. Public?
Lance Jobson


